April 2017
WELCOME TO TERM 2!
Reminders:

Dear parents,

 Please ensure that all
your children’s belongings are clearly labelled
or identifiable in some
way.

 Right up until the end of
April, students are expected to wear a
school hat when participating in activities outdoors, including recess,
lunchtime, sport, etc.
Remember ‘no hat, no
play!’

Welcome back to school after the first term break. We hope you and your
children have had a restful holiday and are prepared for another busy term of
learning, exploring, new experiences and fun!
We have a range of special educational activities organised for Term 2.
Please refer to the school’s activity planner for a list of costs. All
relevant permission and detailed information notes will be sent home closer to
the event.
Thank you for your ongoing support,
Krista Scott & Sophie Cartelli

APRIL
Monday 24th

Wellbeing Incursion

Tuesday 25th

ANZAC Day Public Holiday

Friday 28th April

2018 Preps Play Session

MAY

 Red reader bags must
be returned to school
every day so that students can choose a
new book to read with
their families each night.

 When returning notes
and money, please put
these in your child’s blue
communication folder.

 It was great to see so
many students with a
labelled bottle of water
they kept at school during Term 1. As these
were returned for the
holidays, we encourage
students to bring their
bottles back and place
them in the designated
area in their classroom.

1st—5th

Life Education Van

Saturday 6th

Parent Information Morning for 2018
Preps

Wednesday 10th

Rosanna Library Visit

Thursday 11th

Mother’s Day Stall

Thursday 11th

2018 Preps Play Session

Tuesday 16th

JSC Fundraiser: Career Day Dress Up

21st—27th

Education Week

Tuesday 23rd

Open Classroom Session

Wednesday 24th

Maths Professor

Thursday 25th

Opera Incursion

Wednesday 31st

FISH! Day

JUNE
Monday 12th

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

Wednesday 14th

Prep Breakfast

Friday 30th

Last day of Term 2 (2.30pm finish)

Prep Breakfast
As part of our school camping program, we will be hosting the annual
Prep Breakfast on Wednesday 14th June! Students will arrive at school
early for a delicious breakfast together at 8.30am. More information
about this wonderful event will go out later on in the term so stay
tuned.

The Life Education Van will be
visiting during the week beginning Monday 1st May—Friday
5th May. Each of the prep
classes will be visiting the van
during the week for an hour
session. The Life Education sessions are part of the school’s
drug education program.

Save the date!
The Preps will be celebrating
being at school for 100 days
on Wednesday 2nd August.
Please mark this date in your
diary as you will be invited to
join in the celebrations during
the morning.

VaLues Programs

The preps will be discussing the value of Excellence
during term 2. We will be encouraging students to
try and improve their work rather than comparing
themselves with others. We give praise and encouragement to all students, and encourage them to
recognise improvements in their own work. In the
“You Can Do It” program we will be focusing on
Persistence which is an important part of all activities at school. We will be encouraging students to
continue to work even when an activity is challenging.

To celebrate Education Week
(Week 6) RPS is hosting an
Open Session on Tuesday 23rd
May from 2.30pm—3.30pm.
Families are invited into the
classroom to see what students get up to and also be a
part of their learning.

Literacy
Thank you to all parents who have been assisting teachers with their literacy programs. Your
work is greatly appreciated.
Reading: Students will participate in reading groups twice a week, we will use big books related to
our Health unit. Students will be grouped to better cater for their reading needs. Please continue to
hear your child read their take home book each night and return them to school the next day.
Please ensure all these activities are enjoyable, as the time you spend with your child is important.

Writing: This year all students across the school will be participating in Book Of The Year where students will create their very own picture book. Stories will be shortlisted by teachers and then a special judging panel will choose a winner for each year level. In order to prepare students for this, we
will focus on Narrative writing throughout Term 2.

Magic Words: Students will continue working on learning to read the words presented to them
through the Magic Word program.

Handwriting: Handwriting will focus on the sound being covered each week and words that are
involved in our other school work. Students will practise writing the correct formation of each letter.

Speaking and Listening: At the end of last term a letter was sent home outlining our approach to
“show and share” for term 2. If your copy of this letter has been misplaced, please see us for another. Thank you for your assistance with these activities.

Reading at home is an essential apart of students’ development as learners. There are so many
advantages for young children. Home reading not only provides children with the opportunity to practise

the skills they learn at school, but it is also an enjoyable and happy time together. Regularly reading
with your child becomes a nurturing activity and encourages children to see reading as fun!

Maths
We will continue to revise the numbers 1 to 10, as well as exploring numbers
beyond, mainly as part of the number of the day. Please provide opportunities
for your child to write and recognise numbers, as well as counting to 20 and
beyond. Ordinal numbers 1st to 10th, odd and even numbers, addition, division
and counting forwards and backwards will also be covered. Measurement maths will focus on
time, length and data. Students will also learn about basic 2D shapes, including names and properties of each shape.

INQUIRY
During Term 2, our inquiry will be focused on all things health! The students will be learning all
about being healthy and how to achieve and live a healthy life. Our inquiry will explore physical,
emotional and social health. We will be learning all about nutritious foods, exercise, sleep, feelings
and emotional wellbeing and health services.
We would love for parents to get involved as much as possible in this inquiry!
If you have a health interest or work in a health specific field, we would love for you to be involved
in this experience for the children. Would you be interested in coming in and sharing with us what
you do? Please speak to either of the Prep teachers.
Areas that we are interested in:


Yoga/Meditation



Physical Education/Exercise



Healthy food choices



Health services – eg. Psychiatrist, doctors, councillors, nurses



The importance of sleep

Thank you! We appreciate the help and support.

ICT
Computer lessons will involve the use of Reading Eggs to
improve skills in using the mouse and to explore various
parts of the program. Students will also be learning to log

on to the computer correctly and
then to log off at the end of the
session. Cyber Safety will be a focus,
discussing the best ways for our
students to be safe when online.

LIBRARY
Students are now able to borrow two books each week and
books may be returned any time before their library day. If
books are not returned, the students will not be permitted

to borrow. The library program includes a literature component involving the reading of many books. The skills component covers book handling, how to correctly return books to
the shelves, correct borrowing procedures, distinguishing fact
from fiction, and where and how picture fiction books are

stored.

Prep Area Reward System

Both Prep classrooms have a reward system in place which recognises and rewards students for
demonstrating positive and expected behaviours. This is in the form of sticker charts and house
points.

Process for managing disruptive or
disengaged behaviour in Prep:
1. Positive reminder
2. Move away from group and warning of next step
3. Sent to another classroom to complete work
4. Communication with parents and/or involve Principal/Assistant Principal

As part of our Sun Smart Policy each child needs to have a school, broad brimmed hat to wear outside between September and April. Children without hats are restricted to playing under the ’Shady
Tree’ during recess and lunch breaks. Our Sun Smart Policy continues right up until the end of April.
Remember, think UV not heat.

Brain Food
A reminder that each morning children have a chance to have a ‘Brain Food’ break during class
time. Please ensure that this snack consists of fruits or vegetables which are easy to eat and will not
make a mess (e.g. carrot sticks, apples, grapes, celery, sliced pear etc.) in a separate named container. Please do not send watermelon, orange, mandarins etc. as this will require handwashing
and break the flow of learning.

Specialists
Music

Art

The music program aims to instill a love of music in all children,
and encourages them to build their confidence in singing, dancing
and performing. During term two, students will learn about the
Opera, by studying W.A. Mozart’s “The Magic Flute”. They will listen
to music and describe what they like, and why they like it. Students will continue to add to their repertoire of folk songs and
rhymes, and will learn to name and play the untuned percussion
instruments in the music room.

During second term, Preps will have many experiences with
painting, including acrylics and primary and secondary colour
mixing. To coincide with the National Gallery of Victoria’s Winter
Masterpieces Exhibition of Vincent Van Gogh and the Seasons,

Jendi Bright – Music Teacher

Italian
Bentornati (welcome back) to yet another busy term!!

Preps will complete an Artist study and ‘paint like the master!’
They will also be printing, including mono and stamp printing.
They will be involved in making a group mural.
Preps will also challenge themselves with some 3D constructions.
The Art Room is always in need
of clean, empty boxes and other recyclable items, however
nothing which has contained
nuts, seeds or egg.
Sharyn Martinussen
Visual Art Teacher

Our areas of interest for term 2 will be numbers 1-10 and the
introduction of colour adjectives.
Through a variety of listening, speaking, reading and writing tasks,
all children will chant and learn to identify numbers (1-10) and use
colour adjectives to describe objects. Students will read and match
written words and practise reproducing Italian sounds.
Young children’s enthusiasm and willingness to have-a-go during
their Italian sessions is always so impressive. They work hard at
imitating the sounds of the Italian sounds and are so thrilled to be
able to share with others what they can say in Italian. It makes
them feel “so clever”! It is important to continue to encourage
your child to recite songs or new words they have learnt whenever possible. However, always keep in mind that there may be occasions when this may prove a little difficult because your child’s
memory may fail them. It can be difficult to remember new words
learnt 4-5 days ago! A positive attitude and an encouraging approach from family and friends will help students to feel great self
pride.
Looking forward to another enjoyable term ahead!!
Nadia Tarquinio

Pe
The physical education program in term 2 will continue to focus on
basic motor skills and movement patterns with or without equipment.
The children will participate in a Perceptual Motor Program (PMP)
which aims to develop a child’s perceptions and understandings of
themselves and their world through movement and motor experiences.
Children will also participate in a Hot Shot tennis program run by a
local tennis coach. This program will introduce children to the game of
tennis and focus on hand/ eye coordination.
Please ensure that your child wears appropriate footwear on their
sport day, so they can be fully involved in the program.
Kelli Lambert – Sport & Physical Education Teacher

Specialists
Timetable
Take note of the Term 2 timetable and please help children prepare for
these sessions by ensuring they have the appropriate equipment.

Subject

Prep C

Prep S

Art
P.E
Italian
Music
Library

Thursday 11.30am

Thursday 12.30pm

Friday 9.00am

Friday 10.00am

Thursday 12.30pm

Thursday 11.30pm

Tuesday 12.30pm

Tuesday 11.30am

Monday

Friday

Please note that parents are welcome to contact classroom teachers by notes or
messages left with the office. However, we may also be available before or after
school. We are happy to discuss any issues concerning your child at a convenient
time for all. It is very important not to expect a teacher to have a chat with you during class time as this takes the teacher away from their responsibility to their class.

Thank you for your ongoing support,

Krista Scott and Sophie Cartelli

