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Reminders 

 
 Please ensure that all 

your children’s 

belongings are 

clearly labelled or 

identifiable in some 

way. 
 

 Students are welcome 

to bring a labelled 

bottle of water only. We 

encourage regular 

water intake as it assists 

learning. Often students 

choose to leave their 

bottle at school and 

they refill each day. 

There are designated 

storage areas in each 

classroom.  

 

 Right up until the end 

of April, students are 

expected to wear a 

school hat when 

participating in 

activities outdoors, 

including recess, 

lunchtime, 

interschool sport, P.E, 

etc. Remember ‘no 

hat, no play!’ 
 

 When returning notes 

and money, please 

put these in your 

child’s blue 

communication 

folder.  
 

 Students need a 

library bag (students 

can use the bag from 

the starting school kit 

or one can be 

purchased from the 

uniform shop, if you 

don’t already have 

one) to protect the 

books being 

borrowed. 

Dear Parents, 

 

This year is the beginning of a new and exciting world that will provide 

many experiences and opportunities for your child. It is the 

commencement of his/her educational life at school. Education is a 

partnership between home and school; we will work together happily 

in the best interests of your child. We have a strong commitment to 

the development of literacy and numeracy for all children and look 

forward to the challenges and rewards that we experience working 

with your child! 

 

We would like to thank all the parents, grandparents, friends and 

family members for their support and involvement in your child’s 

transition from kindergarten to school. 

 
Krista Scott & Sophie Cartelli 

FEBRUARY 
Wednesday 1st Years 1 – 6 start 

Thursday 2nd Prep students start 

Wednesdays 1st Feb – 8th March Prep Assessments (no school) 

Tuesday 14th  Parent Teacher Interviews 

MARCH 
Monday 13th  Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 15th  Preps attend 5 days a week 

Tuesday 21st  Harmony Day 

Wednesday 29th  School photos 

Friday 31st  Last day of Term 1 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The class teachers and support staff in our area 

are: 

 

 Mrs. Sophie Cartelli: Room 1 

 Ms. Krista Scott: Room 2 

 Ms. Kelli Lambert: P.E 

 Mrs. Sharyn Martinussen: Art 

 Ms. Nadia Tarquinio: Italian 

 Ms. Jendi Bright: Music 

 

This year your child will participate in an Inquiry program through developmental play. The program bases 

learning on structured activities, hands on experiences and play situations. Children will be introduced to 

the program slowly over the first few weeks of school. It will involve aspects of the school program, 

particularly focusing on inquiry learning. A variety of activities will be available on three mornings each 

week. Writing and drawing time when children will record what they have learnt during the morning will 

follow the sessions. Sharing of their recording will occur regularly. This approach has been shown to be 

beneficial to all students and allows for activities to cater for all ability levels. 

 

In term one our focus will also be on developing positive social interactions between all children, co-

operation, care for each other and a sense of responsibility by completing a variety of activities each 

week. The remainder of the week will be made up of reading, maths sessions, handwriting, word study, 

integrated studies, computer and library. 

 

PE, Music, Italian, and Art are taken each week by specialist teachers. 

 

 School involves numerous challenges and adjustments. The 

development of self confidence can be encouraged by allowing 

your child to come to the corridor, hang up their own bags and 

take out their home books and communication folders which may 

contain lunch orders and any notes. This also assists in avoiding 

congestions in the corridor. Waiting for them outside at dismissal 

time is also appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grade 6 Buddy program commenced during 

orientation last year and continued on the first day 

at school to assist the preps with becoming more 

confident in the school ground. To involve all 

grade 6 students, some preps have two buddies. 

The buddy program offers your child the 

reassurance of a friendly and supportive face 

when required. This year at Rosanna, we continue 

with our Buddy program. Buddy Bears are the 

mascot of the Buddies Program. Each Prep will 

receive a teddy bear, which will be kept at school 

for the year. Teddy bears are perceived as warm, 

friendly, accepting and compassionate friends; 

they represent feelings of safety.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

In week 4, we will begin introducing a 

“Word of the Week”. These words are 

high frequency words and will assist 

your child with reading. There will be 

a small home task that we 

encourage your child to complete to 

assist with the recognition of these 

simple words. This task does not need 

to be returned to school. The “Word 

of the Week” is designed to give the 

students confidence when reading 

and is a preliminary activity to the 

“Magic Words” program. 

 

Reading this first term will involve words and sentences based on 

the experiences your child has at school. Daily borrowing of take 

home books will commence shortly. A reading diary will be 

provided for you to record the date, the name of the book read 

and a place for you to sign, indicating the book has been read. 

This diary will be in the Rosanna take home bag you have 

purchased and this will be used until the end of grade 4. Please 

take care of your bag. In the beginning, your child may or may not 

be able to read his/her book, but please set aside a few minutes 

each afternoon or evening to read the book to your child, or to 

listen to your child “read” and talk about the book. This daily 

routine gives your child the message that reading is not only 

valuable, but can be fun, and an enjoyable experience. 

LITERACY 

Handwriting will focus on the letter for 

the week and will involve many gross 

and fine motor skill activities, such as 

bead threading, play dough, 

chalkboards and chalk to strengthen 

the prep students muscles and 

fingers. Children will be practising the 

formation of the letters and your 

assistance in helping with the correct 

formation and pencil grip at home is 

requested. Please encourage your 

child to write the lower case letters of 

the Victorian Modern Cursive 

Handwriting. 

 

Lessons will concentrate on how to handle a book, turn the 

pages and how to borrow and return. They will use terms such as 

author, title, front cover, spine and illustrator. Children will be 

encouraged to listen effectively to stories in picture fiction books 

written by a variety of authors. A Library Bag is needed to carry 

their book. Library borrowing day for Prep C will be Monday and 

Prep S will be Friday (until Preps start 5 days a week at school and 

will then be Wednesdays). Library books should be returned and 

placed in the Library tub in your child's room before their library 

day to enable your child to borrow a new book each week. 
 

Please help your child 

prepare for his/her special 

news day each week. A little 

practice at home would be 

great as speaking in front of 

an audience can be difficult. 

A letter detailing topics for 

this term will be sent home 

soon. 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The preps will be discussing the value of co-operation 

during term 1. We will be encouraging the children to 

work with others and to help when part of a team. In 

the “You Can Do It” program we will be focusing on 

“Getting Along”. We will be helping children to 

demonstrate the skills of care and consideration in 

their interactions with others. 

 
The computer program will begin later this term. Children will be taught the basic 

motor skills of using the mouse and keyboard. They will learn about manipulating 

graphics and text and be introduced to the schools network log-on procedures. 

Students will be introduced to popular educational websites such as Reading Eggs. 

As part of our Sun Smart Policy each child needs to have a school, broad 

brimmed hat to wear outside between September and April. Children 

without hats are restricted to sitting in the shade during recess and lunch 

breaks. 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 
 
Numeracy sessions will focus on a number each day. We will be 

counting the days that we attend school, working towards the 

100th day. We will celebrate our 100th day at school with more 

details to follow closer to this event. We will be focusing on writing 

and recognising numbers, counting, sorting, classifying and 

ordering materials and objects. Shapes and concepts (e.g., front 

and back, up and down) will be introduced this term. A strong 

focus will be on the concept of time. This is covered throughout 

the year involving the days of the week, months of the year and 

the seasons. 



 

 

Art 

Welcome to the Visual Art Room for 2017! 

 

We are going to jump straight into some exciting 

modelling during this short first term.  Please return 

Named Art smocks to school, if you have not already 

done so. They need to be made of a material which 

will stop clay, paint etc. penetrating to their school 

uniform, as well as being large enough to adequately 

cover both the winter (ie long sleeves) and summer 

uniform. If you have any artistic skills or interests that 

you would like to share with children please pop in 

with your suggestions to see me or send a note via the 

office. The Art Room is always in need of clean, 

recycled materials. However due to some students 

allergies we cannot accept any item which has been 

in contact with nuts, seeds or egg. 

This term students will learn about the origins of clay as 

well as its traditional, functional and aesthetic uses. 

 

Preps and Grades 1/2 will begin by making their own 

salt dough and then using that for modelling. Later in 

the term they will be modelling with clay. Students will 

be given opportunities to pattern and manipulate 

modelling material while learning the language of 

modelling. They will experiment with building structures 

while learning about stability and the properties of the 

modelling materials. Coiling and slab modelling skills 

will also be developed. Grades 1/2 students will also 

complete a pinch pot. An item to keep will be brought 

home nearer to the end of term. 

 

Happy making, 
 

Sharyn Martinussen  

Visual Art Teacher 

 

Specialists 
Music 

The music program aims to instil a love of music in all 

children, and encourages them to build their 

confidence in singing, dancing and performing. Through 

term 1, students will be developing their knowledge of 

the musical elements. They will focus on expressive ways 

of communicating and learn a repertoire of folk songs 

and rhymes. Look out for the “Ask Me” sheets that will 

accompany your child home when they have learnt a 

new song or rhyme! 

 
Jendi Bright – Music Teacher 

Italian 

Benvenuti (welcome) to all our preppies and new 

families for 2017. 

  

The Italian program has begun with keen interest and 

enjoyment. Our first term’s focus is entitled ‘Hello, It’s 

me!’.  The big book, “Ecco Pinocchio” (Here is 

Pinocchio) will help to springboard the children into 

exploring words and basic phrases associated with 

simple greetings/ introductions and the words for 

basic body parts.  

  

Students will be encouraged to take part in specific 

games, singing exercises and role-plays, which 

concentrate heavily on repetitions and emphasize 

clear pronunciation. Preps will focus on the spoken 

form to begin with and will then gradually extend their 

skills in both the written and spoken forms. 

  

I am often asked by eager parents, “Is there anything I 

can do at home to help my child with their Italian 

studies”. Parents, whether they are fluent speakers of 

Italian or not, should always encourage a positive 

attitude towards the study of another language. 

When out shopping, at a restaurant or cafe`, point out 

the Italian words that seem to have now become part 

of our Australian lifestyle. Words like: cappuccino, 

latte, lasagna, ravioli, pizza, gelato, mozzarella etc. 

Ask your child to sing you a song they have learnt 

during Italian sessions and praise them for their efforts 

even if you are unsure of the correct pronunciation. A 

song booklet and word list will be available to you a 

little later in the year. 
 

 

With thanks, 

Nadia Tarquinio 

 

 

Pe 

Physical Education sessions this term will be focused 

around using different movement patterns, for 

example, jumping, skipping, hopping and running. We 

will also be using equipment such as large balls and 

bean bags in a range of games and activities.  

Learning how to play safely around others, and 

listening to following simple rules and instructions will 

also be a big part of this term’s sport program.  Please 

ensure that children wear the appropriate footwear 

and bring a drink bottle every Friday. 
 

Kelli Lambert – Sport & Physical Education Teacher 



     Student 
Absences  

 
 When your child is absent from school, 
please send a note with them upon their 
return to school. This enables classroom 
teachers to correctly code your child’s 
absence in the roll. You can also log absences 
via the TiqBiz app or by phoning the office. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Late 
Attendance  

All students arriving late (after 9.00am) are to 
be signed in at the office by a parent or 
guardian. Your child will be given a late pass 
that they must hand to their teacher. We 
encourage students to arrive at school on time 
as the morning routine is a crucial part of their 
day. Remember, it’s cool to be at school! 

Parent Helpers 
 

All parent helpers must sign in at the office 
and wear a visitor’s badge so that they can 
be identified by all staff and students. If 
you are interested in being a parent helper, 
please fill out the tear off slip at the back 
of this area news and return in your child’s 
comunication folder. We welcome any help 
from parents! 
 

Lining Up 
 

We ask that parents/guardians please wait with 
their child outside the Prep area and assist them 
with lining up with a buddy in the mornings. 
This is important to help students learn 
routines. 

Tissues 
 

To survive the sneezes, we ask that each 
student brings in one box of tissues to share 
with their grade. Thank you to those who 
have already done so. 
 

Brain Food 
 

Each morning children will have a chance to have 
a ‘Brain Food’ break during class time. Please 
ensure that this snack consists of fruits or 
vegetables, which are easy to eat and will not 
make a mess (e.g. carrot sticks, apples, grapes, 
celery, sliced pear etc.) in a separate named 
container. Please do not send watermelon, 
orange, mandarins etc. as this will require 
handwashing and break the flow of learning. 
 



  

 

Please note that parents are welcome to contact classroom 

teachers by notes or messages left with the office. However, 

we may also be available before or after school. We are 

happy to discuss any issues concerning your child at a 

convenient time for all. 

 

 

Krista Scott and Sophie Cartelli 

TiqBiz and RPS Website 
The school has a website with up-to-date information, important dates, details about 

events, reminders and policy information. Information on the website is kept current and 

often includes photos of special events.  

 

You can download the TiqBiz app on your smart phone and sign up to receive 

notifications from your child’s year level. TiqBiz enables community engagement in a 

way that is fast and easy to use. 

  

Communication 
This year, all notices and newsletters will be in your child’s blue communication folder. 

The blue folders are fantastic for ensuring that all newsletters and notices do not go 

missing. Therefore could you please make sure that they come to school everyday. These 

bags will also contain some of the children’s work. The red ‘reader bags’ will contain their 

‘Magic Words’, their take home reading book and reading journal.  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Prep C Prep S 
Art Thursday 11.30am Thursday 12.30pm 

P.E Friday 9.00am Friday 10.00am 

Italian Thursday 12.30pm Thursday 11.30pm 

Music Tuesday 12.30pm Tuesday 11.30am 

Library Monday  Friday (then Wednesday 
when Preps attend 5 days a 

week) 

Specialists 
Timetable 

Reminders for Specialist Subjects and Library  
 

 Please ensure your child brings their art smock to school for Art 

lessons 
 Students must ensure they are bringing and returning their library 

books on their designated library days. Library bags are preferred as 

they keep our library books in good condition. 
 Students should be wearing appropriate footwear during P.E lessons, 

which are Friday mornings for both Prep classes. 



Parent Helpers 
        

February 2017 

 

 

Dear Families, 

 

We are seeking the support of parents/carers/grandparents or friends with our class. We 

greatly appreciate any support that you may be able to give. Below is a list of jobs that 

we are looking for support with. Please indicate by ticking the box to tell us how you 

would like to assist. Please note any work that is completed directly with kids will require a 

‘Working With Children’s Check’. You can apply online and it is free for volunteers. To 

support you, we will also be offering some training for helpers. So stay tuned for more 

information later in the term.  

 

Listening to take home reading preferred day/s _____________________________ 

  

Testing Magic Words preferred day/s _____________________________ 

 

Small group supervision 

 

Basic sewing 

  

Excursion assistance  

 

Swimming assistance      

(not required to get in the pool)  

 

Preparing Class Materials  

 

Assistance with cooking 

 

 

 

Name: ______________________________________ 

 

No/Yes I have previously completed the Rosanna parent training 

 

I am planning to complete the training this year 

 

Signed: __________________________________ 

 

Contact details:  phone/email address  ________________________________ 

 

 

Thanks in advance  

Prep Team 
 

 


