Grade 5/6 Area News
Term 4
REMINDERS….
 Our “Sun Smart” policy requires all of our students to
wear the Rosanna Primary
school hat in term four.
Wearing the school hat is
not only compulsory during
recess and lunchtime, but
also before/after school and
during Physical Education
lessons, sport and other
outdoor training sessions.
Hats can be bought from the
uniform shop or office if required.
 Pupils at this stage are responsible enough to bring
notes and money and hand
them in to grade teachers.
All money needs to be returned in a clearly labelled
envelope. You also have the
option of paying by credit
card or EFTPOS at the
office.
 Please ensure that all your
children’s things are clearly
labelled or identifiable in some
way.
 All mobile phones or electronic devices must be handed in and collected from the
office at the beginning and
end of each day.

October 2016

Welcome to Term 4 2016
Dear Parents,
Welcome back to a very busy and exciting term 4. We hope that
everyone had a safe and enjoyable holiday. Term 4 promises lots of
memorable events, interesting topics and new experiences.

Parents are invited to make contact with classroom teachers by
phone, notes or messages left with the office. We are eager to discuss any issues concerning your child at a convenient time for all.
We are all looking forward to an action packed term 4.
Matthew Buckley, Bronwyn Taylor, Sophie Cartelli & Nadia Lopez

TERM 4 KEY DATES
OCTOBER
Grade 6 Graduation/Interschool Sport teams photos

Wednesday 26th

RPS Concert

Thursday 20th

Macleod Primary Sports day (Grade 5s)

Friday 21st

Charles La Trobe College Taster Day

Tuesday 25th

Pupil Free Day

Monday 31st

NOVEMBER
Melbourne Cup Day

Tuesday 1st

Past Students Year 7 Afternoon Tea

Thursday 10th

Movie Night

Friday 18th

Instrumental Music Concert

Tuesday 29th

DECEMBER
Grade 6 Orientation Day

Tuesday 6th

Grade 5 Leadership Day

Tuesday 6th

Graduation rehearsal

Tuesday 13th

Grade 6 Graduation

Thursday 15th

Whole School Outing

Wednesday 14th

Last day of term 4 (1:00pm dismissal)

Tuesday 20th

HOME READING
Homework plays an important role in consolidating, supporting and
extending your child’s learning. In grade 5/6, Homework is distributed each Monday and should be completed and submitted by the
following Friday. Thank you to all the families who submitted feedback regarding the new homework model. We have made some
adjustments and hope this new format continues to engage and
inspire. If you have any further questions, please organise a time to
speak with your child's classroom teacher.

SPELLING
This term, students will work on a spelling program based on their
individual needs. Students will have10 focus words each week. To
practise their words, students will need to revise them and learn their
meaning. They can then log on to Literacy Planet to complete set
tasks (or alternatively select at least one of the spelling activities
from the spelling activity sheet) to practise their words. Testing will
take place each Monday.

MATHLETICS & LITERACY PLANET
Students are also expected to utilise Literacy Planet and
Mathletics at home. Tasks will be set and checked by classroom teachers
on a regular basis.

Reading at home is an essential part of
the program. Students are encouraged
to read a variety of material; from the
daily papers and magazines, to novels
and picture story books. Students are
encouraged to work on their individual
reading goals. They will need to record
their home reading on their homework
sheet which will need to be signed by a
parent.

Book Club
This term we will be focusing on individual
text analysis with students working on
reading a book of their choice and completing a literacy task each week.
This is a great opportunity for the students
to discuss their thoughts and understanding of the text as well as ask questions they
may be unsure about.

CURRICULUM

As emerging independent learners, we expect and encourage the children to be focused and actively participate in their
own learning by asking questions and participating in investigations. The students are exposed to a wide variety of thinking
strategies, encouraging them to look at problems from various points of view and to accept that a problem may have more
than one solution depending on the perspective taken. This is especially important as students will learn to express their
ideas and opinions confidently and clearly across all areas of the curriculum.

INQUIRY: Geography and Community
This term in grade 5/6 students will be producing inquiries and actions
that focus on the geography and community around them. Students will
develop key understandings of how humans can have an impact on the
natural environment, how communities are established and maintained,
and the concept of environmentally sensitive areas and how to protect
them. This will allow students to better understand what it means to be
part of wider communities and the things they can do to better their
local and wider environments.

ENGLISH

READING

This year in grade 5/6, students are engaged in a literacy program, known as the ’Daily 5’. The Daily 5 tasks completed by all students
include, ‘Read to Self, Read to Someone, Listen to Reading, Work on Writing and Word Work’. The Daily 5 is a structure that will help students
develop essential reading and writing skills and strategies, as well as the ability to work with peers, with the aim of leading to a lifetime of
independent literacy.
We will also continue to explicitly teach students a range of CAFE (Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and Expand Vocabulary) reading
strategies. These strategies aim to support students in becoming successful readers.
This term we will be focusing on:






Inferential Comprehension
Text Connections
Language Choices
Questioning

Students will continue to participate in reading conferences. Reading conferences involve students working one on one with a teacher to
identify their strengths, areas of need and a corresponding reading goal and strategy. Students will practise their individual goal during
Read to Self and Read to Someone, as well as during home reading. As an addition to our Daily 5 program, students will have the opportunity to be involved in a weekly literacy hour. This is where students will read a book of their choice during the week and complete a literature/comprehension task relating to the book in class. Students will be expected to complete an activity each week Students will present
their completed task to their class during literature meetings each week.

WRITING
In writing sessions we will focus on developing a thorough understanding of the structures and processes involved in constructing recount,
explanation and discussion texts. This will include learning :







How to write for and engage their audience,
How to write for a specific purpose,
How to incorporate visual aids and supports,
The key vocabulary associated with each text, and

The structures and layouts of the different text types
All students will also work towards improving their proofreading and editing skills.

Time to Talk
This term, the grade 5/6 Time to Talk program will incorporate ABC’s Behind the News. Behind the News is a high-energy, fun way for upper
primary school students to learn about current issues and events in their world. Each week students will be asked to select one of the five
feature stories. Whilst watching their chosen story, students will be expected to take notes. At the conclusion of the episode four students will
be selected to share a summary of their chosen article..

Information Communication
Technologies (ICT)
Students will have numerous opportunities to be involved with new
and exciting ICT applications. The children have regular access to a
netbook program within the classroom, as well as
our iPad program. Students are always encouraged
to use ICT applications throughout every area of the
learning programs.
Students are all aware of how to use our ICT devices appropriately. All students have signed an acceptable use agreement to ensure they understand
the expectations when using ICT. Any students who
fail to follow these procedures will be given an appropriate consequence.

Community Project
Rosanna Primary School has a strong sense of community which is evident through a variety of whole
school initiatives, activities and events. A valuable
initiative is our grade 5 community project, which
sees our grade 5 students working towards developing effective partnerships with members of the wider
community. This year’s project, sees RPS students
being paired with a kindergarten student from
Audrey Brooks Memorial Pre-School and Rosanna
Village in a buddy program.
Late last term, Audrey Brooks and Rosanna Village
visited Rosanna Primary School. Our students continued to develop a respectful, caring and friendly
relationship with their buddies. Our second buddy
session was a success, with buddies both big and
small already counting down to our next session.
Watch this space.

This term we are continuing to offer students the opportunity to participate in special interest activities. Students
were able to nominate an activity they wanted to participate in for the term.
Each Friday students will take part in one of the following:

The Coders: This term we will explore the world of computer science and digital literacy through coding. Students
will have an opportunity to learn the skills of computer programming and look at developing using the Edison robot.
They will also learn the theory of computer science and
how it is used in everyday life.

Body Movement: This term Students explore the importance
of physical activity to their well being through learning
choreography to a Beyoncé song.

Drawing: This term in drawing the students will be learning how to use a variety of drawing techniques such as
shading and drawing with perspective and creating letter
headings. The students will be able to experiment with
different drawing materials to add effects. They will have
the opportunity to show and share their creativity as well
as challenging themselves.

Journalism: This term in Journalism, students will learn
what it takes to be a print journalist, covering the concepts
of news values and news research for target audiences. We
will study the role of the journalist and the skills of news
gathering and writing articles which impact the community.

MATHEMATICS
This term grade 5/6 students will be investigating the following mathematical concepts:


Decimals/Fractions and Percentages



Four Processes



Angles



Problem Solving



3D Shapes

Students will also have the opportunity to participate in a maths
investigation. Maths Investigations will require students to collect data and information about a specific topic, then use it to create and solve mathematical problems. These sessions will be
focused on the four processes (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) and will see students working with a variety of students from across their year level.

Grade 5 Leadership program

Graduation
The Grade 6 graduation will be
held on Thursday 15th of December. We are excited to announce
that this year’s graduation ceremony will be held at Greensborough College due to the previous
venue being renovated. The new
venue will not only enable us to
host both the ceremony and dinner/disco at the one place, but
will also mean we are able to invite more family and
friends to help us celebrate this momentous occasion. The evening will commence with a formal ceremony and conclude with dinner and a karaoke/disco
night afterwards. There will be more information sent
home later in the term.
As part of preparation for Graduation this year,
students will be producing their own book of memories
from their primary school days. The school will supply
the books and some decorations. Just as a warning,
you may be asked for school photos or other bits and
pieces such as awards, certificates (we recommend
you give them a colour photocopy as they will be
stuck into their memory books!)

In term four all students in grade 5 will participate in a leadership program. The
program aims to demonstrate that leadership is more than a badge or title... it is
‘any action that makes the world a better place’. Through a series of interactive
activities, students will identify leadership qualities within themselves, as well as
learn how to be an active leader of their school and their community. The program will conclude with a leadership day (held on the year 7 orientation day).
This day will mark the first opportunity for students in grade 5 to apply and
present speeches for a 2017 leadership position.

Year 7 TRANSITION
In term 4, we move into the final stage of our senior school
transition program. This term, Grade 6 children will be taking
part in a transition program called ‘Hit the Ground Running’.
Discussion forums are an important feature where concerns,
issues and questions are addressed in workshop groups. Role
playing and presentation activities will help all children explore issues in a non threatening but informative way. On November 10, past Rosanna students will return to speak with
the Year 6’s about any questions or concerns they may have
about this next step during an afternoon tea.
If your child is expressing any concerns about the next step
in their learning journey, please feel free to come up and chat
about possible strategies that you could use to assist them in
their transition to 2017.

Grade 56 Specialist Timetables TERM 4:
Grade

Monday:

Tuesday:

5/6S
5/6B

Art

5/6T

Music

5/6C

Music

Italian

Wednesday:

T hursday:

Music and P.E

Italian and Art

PE and Italian

Music

Art

Italian

P.E

Art

Friday:
Tennis and
Gymnastics
(5/6T have PE)

Specialists
Italian

P.E. & SPORT

A big welcome back to Term 4! As the weather is due to get a
bit warmer please ensure your children have a drink bottle and
hat for sport sessions.
This term Physical Education will be covering the areas of fitness testing, agility testing and endurance testing. (Beep
test). Focus will also be on the fundamental motor skills of ball
handling/ bounce/kick/strike/throw/catch and minor games. Our
major games focus will be on the sports of touch rugby and
sofcrosse.

In Italian, our term 4 focus is- “Quando?
Quanto? Cosa?”- When? How Much? What?
This will serve as a very useful “back to basics
unit”. In addition to looking at specific grammatical features and key vocabulary, we will
explore:
 months and dates
the alphabet
 telling time

FRIDAY’S SPORT
We don’t have an interschool sports program in term 4 except
finishing off the finals of Interschool Summer Sport. Any teams
that win the District Grand finals will have the opportunity to
challenge in the Divisional Championships. Make sure you
read the newsletter to find out the details about these games.
Starting in week 4 grade 5 children will participate in a 30 minute fitness program. They will have an opportunity to participate in all the sports available in our interschool sports program
for 2017.
Grade 6 children will participate in a tennis clinic at Rosanna
Tennis Club. Information regarding this program has already
been sent home.

 roman numerals

Kelli Lambert

Exploring how to say the Italian alphabet
and spell words aloud in front of the whole
class or in small groups will be highlighted.
These exercises will also help to strengthen
their pronunciation skills and build greater
confidence when speaking.

MUSIC
Music Area News Term 4 Grade 5 and 6:
In addition to preparing for our school concert on October 20th, during term four grade
five and six students will continue to do vocal exploration with the aim of finding and
using their head voice when they sing. Students will investigate and report on a chosen
musical genre or performer and they will
learn songs from around the world that allow them to read, write and perform using
the notes of the major and natural minor
scales. They will learn songs and games that
allow them to practise rhythms that use two
beat, one, two, three, four and no sounds per
beat.

numbers 1-1000000
and other specific grammatical features
Students will learn to make statements and
ask questions about the date of their own
and others’ birthdays. There will be significant opportunity for consolidating, reinforcing and extending numbers from one to a
million, when telling the time and through
numerous games and relevant speaking exercises.

Grazie (thanks),
Nadia Tarquinio
VISUAL ARTS
As the children have chosen to go with tradition for the final term of 2016,
grade 5s have voted to create their own cap. They will be using their own
design and fabric paints and dyes to embellish these. Meanwhile grade 6s
have also chosen to go with tradition and create their own calico graduation bear. If we are able to secure some parent helpers for each class during
your child’s art time then these will be able to become the characters they
would like to create. Therefore PLEASE respond to the previous notes requesting help in the art room during your child’s art time, beginning week
1. Art smocks will be returned at the end of the year so they can be updated for size and serviceability (if necessary) and cleaned and returned to
school ready for the beginning of term 1/2017.
Please pop into the art room and have a look at our fantastic new sink area complete with pop orange splash-back. This means that the children are
now able to wash hands and equipment inside at a sink where the taps
work and especially useful in wet weather. It is complete with a clay trap
so when they are immersed in our clay unit next year, they will be able to
fully participate in their clay unit.
Mrs Martinussen, Visual Art Teacher, RPS

