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REMINDERS….
 Pupils at this stage are
responsible enough to
bring notes and money
and hand them in to
grade teachers. All
money needs to be
returned in an envelope
clearly labelled. You also
have the option of
paying by credit card or
EFTPOS at the office.

 Please ensure that all

Welcome to Grade 5/6 and to 2016. We hope that everyone had a safe and enjoyable holiday.
We have had a terrific start to the year in the 5/6 area. We have been extremely impressed
learning. Over the past couple of weeks, students have had the opportunity to get to know their
together to revise and establish our classroom, area and school values and expectations.
Parents are invited to make contact with classroom teachers by phone, notes or messages left
with the office. We are eager to discuss any issues concerning your child at a convenient time
for all. This term, there will also be parent teacher interviews on Wednesday 24th February.
We are all looking forward to an exciting, interesting and action packed term 1.

Emily Seing, Matthew Buckley, Bronwyn Taylor and Sophie Cartelli

Reward systems in the 5/6 Area:
All classrooms will have a rewards system in place, which will enable students to be
recognized and/or rewarded for demonstrating positive (expected) behaviors. In
some classrooms this will be in the form of raffle tickets, in others marbles and/or a
money based reward system.

Processes for managing disruptive or disengaged behaviour in 5/6:








Indirect Warning
Direct Warning/Moved to another area in the classroom
Sent to another teacher in the area (complete work or write an apology)
Time taken away from either recess or lunch
Parent phone call and/or meeting
Miss out on special events or activities (inter-school sport etc.)
Involve Principal Class if and when necessary

your children’s things are
clearly labelled or
identifiable in some way.

 All mobile phones or
electronic devices must
be handed in and
collected from the
office at the beginning
and end of each day.

FEBRUARY
Monday 22nd February

Curriculum Day

Wednesday 24th February

Parent Teacher Interviews

 During term one all
students at Rosanna
Primary School are
expected to wear a hat
when participating in
activities outdoors,
including, recess,
lunchtime, interschool
sport etc. Remember ‘No
hat, no play!’

MARCH
Wednesday 2nd March

Young Leaders Day

Monday 14th March

Labour Day

Tuesday March 15th

Start Smart

Monday 21st March

Harmony Day

Monday 21st March

Dental Van Visits

HOME READING

Reading at home is an essential part of students’ development as a
learner. Students are encouraged to read a variety of materials; from
newspapers and magazines, to novels and picture story books. Whilst
reading at home, students are encouraged to work on their individual
reading goals. They will need to record their home reading on their
homework sheet which will need to be signed by a parent or guardian.
This year all students have set a reading goal based on how many
minutes they aim to read for in a school year. Each week they will keep
track of their time and will be encouraged to work towards achieving
their goals.

Library
Each week in Library sessions, students will
have an opportunity to borrow a maximum
of 5 books. These books will form part of the
Daily 5 program, as well as the home reading
program. We would love you to ask your
child about the book they are reading and
perhaps hear them read a chosen ‘exciting’
part, share a recount of events and/or
discuss issues that are discovered.

Why read for 20 minutes each night?
Student A

Student B

Student C

Reads for 20 minutes per day.

Reads for 5 minutes per day.

Reads for 1 minute per day.

Minutes per school year:

3 600 minutes per school year.

900 minutes per school year.

180 minutes per school year

Words per year:

Will read approximately

Will read approximately

Will read approximately

1 800 000 words per year.

282 000 words per year.

8 000 words per year

This is the equivalent to

This is the equivalent to 2.3

10 school days.

school days.

Student
Minutes per day
(five times a week)

(school year)

Number of days:

This is the equivalent to
3 hours.
Not even one school day.

If a child starts reading for 20 minutes per night in Prep, by the end of grade 6, they will have read for the equivalent of 60 school days.

Want to be a better reader? All you have to do is read!

Homework plays an important role in
consolidating, supporting and extending This term, each student will work on
an individualised spelling program,
your child’s learning. In grade 5/6,
based on their individual needs.
Homework is distributed each Monday
Students will bring a focus each
and should be completed and
week, such as a rule or strategy, and Students are also encouraged to
submitted by the following Friday.
5 words associated with their focus. utilise Literacy Planet and MathletHomework this term will consist of
ics at home. Tasks will be set and
To practise their focus, students will
spelling (Literacy Planet), inquiry,
checked by classroom teachers
need to find five other words that
mathematics and home reading.
on
a regular basis. Usernames and
match their focus and then select at
Students will present their homework to
passwords for these programs will
least one of the spelling activities
members of their class on a Friday and
be sent home as soon as possible.
from the spelling activity sheet to
will then receive peer feedback. Each
practise their words. Testing will take
teacher will then review and offer
place each Monday.
suggestions accordingly.

ENGLISH
Daily Five

This year in grade 5/6, students will engage in a literacy program, known as ‘Daily 5’. The Daily 5 is a series of
literacy tasks which students complete daily. The 5 tasks include, “Read to Self, Read to Someone, Listen to
Reading, Work on Writing and Word Work”. The Daily 5 is a structure that helps students to develop essential
reading and writing skills and strategies, as well as the ability to work with peers, with the aim of leading to a
lifetime of independent literacy.
We will also be incorporating the CAFE (Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and Expand Vocabulary) reading
program. The Cafe program involves explicitly teaching students a range of reading strategies, as well as
providing them with opportunities to practise such strategies whilst reading to themselves and to others on a daily
basis (Read to Self and Read to Someone). Another major component of this program is what is known as reading
conferences. Reading conferences involve students working one on one with a teacher to identify their strengths,
areas of need and a corresponding reading goal. Students will practise their individual goal during Read to Self
and Read to Someone, as well as during home reading.

This term we will be focusing on:






Launching each of the Daily 5 tasks
Check for Understanding
Back Up and Reread
Cross Checking
Tune Into Interesting Words

PERSUASIVE WRITING
In the writing sessions we will focus on developing a thorough
understanding of the structures and processes involved in constructing a
persuasive text. This will include learning :

How to write for and engage an audience,

How to ‘hook’ the reader,

How to write strong convincing arguments and

The key vocabulary associated with a persuasive text.

2016 5/6 Camp
This term, the grade 5/6 Time to Talk program, will
incorporate ABC’s Behind the News. Behind the
News is a high-energy, fun way for upper primary
school students to learn about current issues and
events in their world. Each week students will be
asked to select one of the four feature stories.
Whilst watching their chosen story, students will be
expected to take notes. At the conclusion of the
episode, four students will be selected to share a
summary of their chosen article.

Anglesea Recreation Camp is situated on the seaside of the famous Great Ocean Road and tucked away in a beautiful, secluded,
natural bushland setting. It is only 1.5 hours drive from Melbourne
CBD. It is an adventure style camp, which aims to foster
cooperation, independence and initiative in the students. The
children will have opportunities to experience a range of outdoor
adventure activities. The camp develops students’ self esteem by
encouraging individuals to overcome personal and group challenges that have a positive learning outcome. The camp dates are
Tuesday 14th to Friday 17th June. We expect the cost of the
camp to be between $395—$410. This price includes accommodation for 3 night, meals and transport to and from camp in seat belted buses and all activities.
An expression of interest was sent home last week, please return
this form to indicate whether or not your child will be attending this
years’ camp.
Please keep an eye out for more information in the coming weeks .

Mathematics
This term grade 5/6 students will be investigating the following mathematical concepts:


Graphing



Temperature



Place Value (estimation and rounding)



Time



Decimal and Fractions

This term, students will also have the opportunity to participate in rich tasks. Rich tasks will require students to collect
data and information about a specific topic and then use it to create and solve mathematical problems.

MULTIPLICATION
Learning multiplication is a very important part of your child’s education. Students who commit to learning their multiplication facts
gain a firm foundation in mathematics. This will help them throughout their school career and beyond. Learning multiplication and
memorising to make these facts permanent will help to strengthen students’ foundation for other math topics, such as long
multiplication, division, measurement and fractions. Students are encouraged to practise the multiplication facts at home. This
can be through the use of charts, games or even songs (Mathletics Timetable Toons are great). Showing your child how you use
multiplication in your daily life, will also help them to see how important it is to know the multiplication facts. Baking in the kitchen,
shopping and planning special events are just a few examples of everyday use. This term, all grade 5/6 students will be assessed
weekly on the multiplication facts.

Better Buddies
This year at Rosanna we have become a “Better
Buddy” school. Buddy Bear is the mascot of the
Better Buddies Framework. Buddy Bear
symbolically supports children's transition and
orientation to school and gives buddy activities
special focus and meaning. Alannah and Madeline Foundation
has adopted Buddy Bear to embody the values of
friendship, caring about, and sharing with others. The
Buddies program not only supports the prep children in
entering their first year of school to feel safe and
supported, but also provides an opportunity for the grade 6
students to take on responsibility and leadership. Buddies
will meet on a regular basis to engage in a wide range of
activities, this will include, celebrating special events (100
Days of School), the big buddies
teaching their little buddies about
school values and curriculum based
activities.

INFORMATION Technology
Students will have numerous opportunities to
be involved with new and exciting ICT
applications. The children
have regular access to a
netbook program within
the classroom, as well as
our iPad program.
Students are always
encouraged to use ICT
applications throughout
every area of the
learning programs.

Inquiry: Passion Projects
In term one, students will complete a passion project. This will involve students self
selecting a topic that they are passionate about i.e. a sport, an art form or a historical
event to learn more about. Throughout the unit, students will participate in a variety of
‘toolbox’ sessions, where they will be taught a range of skills to support their
investigations, including, researching, questioning, paraphrasing, making a phone call,
providing feedback, conducting surveys etc. The unit will end with an ‘action’ which will
see all students sharing their new found knowledge with their peers.

Grade

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Library

5/6B
5/6S

Library

5/6T

Library

5/6C

Library

Art

Thursday:

Italian & Music

P.E & Music

Music & Italian

P.E & Art

Italian

P.E, Music

Music & Art

P.E & Italian

Friday:

Inter- School

Sport

Specialists
The music program aims to instil a love of
music in all children, and encourages them to
build their confidence in singing, dancing and
performing. Students will continue to be
encouraged to participate in musical games,
perform in the class and develop a repertoire
of songs. This term they will focus on reading
rhythms, and the notes of the treble staff in
preparation for ukulele, keyboard and
percussion practice in term 2. The children will
be listening to Australian music and will gain
an understanding of our unique culture and
musical heritage. - Jendi Bright music teacher

This term we are involved in a summer sports
program. Our first inter-school sports program
starts on Friday 5th February. Days and times may
vary so please check with coaches if you are unsure
when your child should attend. The coaches and
training times are:
Cricket - Mr Buckley - Fridays 8.15am
Rounders - Mrs Cartelli - Fridays 8.15 am
Bat tennis - Mrs Seing - Fridays 8.15am
Softball - Mrs Lambert - Fridays 8.15am
Training starts week beginning 2nd February. Please
note: training is cancelled in rainy weather in all
sports.
For away games the children will need to bring $7
for the bus. All students in the Friday Club (not in
interschool sport) will be attending a sports program
at Macleod College with Miss Taylor.
This term in Physical Education session children in
the 5/6 area will be involved in a one hour P.E
sessions. The focus in these sessions will be on
developing fitness, motor skills and knowledge of
game rules and strategies. Fitness testing will be
conducted later in the term. All children will need
appropriate footwear and drink bottles.

Kelli Lambert: Sports Coordinator

Italian

‘Pleased to meet you!’ is the title of our area of focus for this term. Grade
5/6 students will be involved in numerous games, role-plays oral exchange
situations. Through these oral interactions students will practise using
greater fluency and accuracy when speaking with partners and in small
groups.
The first part of this unit is entitled “Hello it’s me!” and the second- ‘Beg
your Pardon’. Through carefully chosen exercises, students will first
examine ways of giving and receiving information about themselves and
others, such as their age, what grade they are in, where they live etc.
‘Beg your pardon’, is concerned with learning how to use common
courtesies. Students will practise using the ‘polite form’ as well as being
involved in short, structured oral interactions using useful day-to-day
phrases, which display good manners, politeness and courtesy. Phrases
such as please, thank you, excuse me, pardon etc…Specific sentence
structures, idiomatic expressions and key vocabulary will be explored in
both written and spoken forms. Students will begin to recognise that different words are used to address and greet different people according to
relationship, setting and time of the day.

Visual Art
During Visual Art this term children will be learning about the ancient origins
of mosaics. As well as the origins of some of the materials which can be
used for mosaics, for example ceramics’ origins in clay. They will be looking
at inspirational examples of mosaics and their uses from around the world.
Children will think carefully about a design which they would like to create
using mosaics. Then after the designing process they will work on their own
project.
The completed projects will either be placed around the school environment to be enjoyed by all or sent home to be treasured by their family.
If you have an interest in becoming part of the Art Show organising committee, please make that known to me ASAP, where tasks can be created
around your availability!
Please make sure that your child is supplied with an art smock which will
adequately cover their winter uniform (ie long sleeves) as well as being of a
material which will not allow paint etc. to penetrate and ruin their school
uniform. These items need to be clearly named and left at school.
Once again thank you to the conscientious parents who are continually
providing the art room with clean recycled materials. We currently have
children at this school with allergies to nuts, egg, sesame seeds and dust
mites so unfortunately I am unable to accept any items which may have
been in contact with these allergens.
Once again, thank you for your continuing support,
Mrs Martinussen, Visual Art Teacher

