
Dear Parents, 
Welcome back to everyone! We hope you all had a wonderful summer break. We 

wish to welcome our new families to the 3/4 area. We look forward to meeting you 
all and     celebrating your child’s successes in the future. 

 

The students are now beginning to settle down into their new grades and are dis-
playing a fantastic attitude towards learning and developing new friendships.  

 

This year, we have three classes in the 3/4 area. The teachers’ room numbers are as 
follows: 

Grade 3/4W – Mrs Kristy Weston  Room 11 
Grade 3/4G – Mr Andy Glembin  Room 10 
Grade 3/4S – Mrs Anita Simpson            Room 9  

 

We are also lucky enough to have Mrs Sheridan Pover working with us in the 3/4 
area on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. Mrs Pover comes with a wealth of teaching 

experience and will be of great benefit to the students and teachers in the area. 
 

We are looking forward to a wonderful year in the 3/4 area. 
Andy Glembin, Kristy Weston and Anita Simpson.  
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REMINDERS… 

 Please ensure that all your children’s 
things are clearly labelled or 
identifiable in some way. 

 

 Pupils at this stage are responsible 
enough to bring notes and money 
and hand them in to their teachers. 
All money needs to be returned in a 
clearly labelled envelope. You also 
have the option of paying by credit 
card or EFTPOS at the office.  

 If possible could students please 
bring in some tissue boxes for use 
in that classroom to reduce the 
amount of colds and flus being 
transmitted.  

 

Grade 3/4 AREA NEWS 

Values Education &  
You Can Do It 

Our term value is Cooperation. 
Students will be looking at the need to 

cooperate with each other and their 
teacher in order to work well and be a 

team player.  

Our You Can Do It focus is Getting 
Along. Students will be given 
opportunities to show their 

understanding of these important 
concepts through role plays, discussion 

groups and other activities.   

Students will continue to demonstrate 
their understanding of the FISH 

philosophy. The key aspects of the 
FISH Philosophy are Make their Day, 
Be there, Choose your attitude and 
Play. There is a special whole school 



General Information 

Hats, Fruits & Drinks 
In term one, all students are required to wear a Rosanna Primary School broad brim hat whilst in the yard,                         

including before and after school. If you require an R.P.S. hat, they are available for purchase from the school  

uniform shop located near the Art room in the main building. 

Students are also encouraged to bring a labelled water bottle and fruit or vegetables to school to have during class 

sessions.  

Anaphylaxis & Allergies  
As there are children in our area with SEVERE FOOD ALLERGIES, please reinforce at home, the importance of 

not sharing food. Anaphylaxis is the most severe form of allergic reaction and is potentially life threatening. It 

must be treated as a medical emergency, requiring immediate treatment and urgent medical attention. Anaphylaxis 

is a generalised allergic reaction, which often involves more than one body system (e.g. Skin, respiratory, gastro-

intestinal, cardiovascular). A severe allergic reaction usually occurs within 20 minutes of exposure to the trigger 

and can rapidly become life threatening.  

Parent Contact 
Parents are welcome to contact their child’s classroom teacher in person, by phone or through messages left at the 

office. We are prepared to discuss issues concerning your child at a mutually convenient time for all. Parent       

Teacher Interviews will take place on Wednesday 4th March, 2015. Notices will be sent home in the next couple of 

weeks and parents will have the opportunity to secure a booking online through www.schoolinterviews.com.au.     

Parent Helpers 
In 2015, we are looking for parents to be involved with our Wizard Words program and Home Reading Program 

which will involve listening to children read and assisting them to change their books. If you are available to assist 

in your child’s classroom this year, please contact your child’s teacher and provide them with details of days and 

times when you are available. Parent Training Sessions will take place in term one for those who have not completed 

this training previously. Please see the newsletter for further details 

Stationery & Supplies  
Most stationery supplies such as pencils, rulers, glue sticks and exercise books are supplied to students by the 

school. In the 3/4 area, students are required to bring to school their own pencil case to store their                  

stationery supplies, along with other items such as gel pens and textas if they wish to bring these items to school. 

Any valuable items should be labelled if they are coming from home. 

Newsletters 
Newsletters will be distributed on a weekly basis on Thursday. There are important dates and school information 

contained in each newsletter. Please ensure your child hands it to you. Alternatively, an electronic version of the 

newsletter is available and can be emailed to your email address. Please see the office for further details. 

Absences 
Absences – All parents are kindly reminded to bring in a note with their child to explain any absences or                             

alternatively contact the school on 9457-2592. Early notice of future absences is also greatly appreciated. 

Parents are required to accompany their child if they are late to the office to collect a late pass before                              

proceeding to their child’s class. 



TERM EVENTS 

10th February Safe Internet Day  20th March RPS Harmony Day 

9th March Labour Day Public 
Holiday  

25th March Cyber Safety Information 
Session  

4th March Parent Teacher  

Interviews 

27th March  Last Day of Term 1 

 

FISH day— Wednesday  18th February  

Rosanna Primary School will be turning fishy on Wednesday the 18th of February with 
students dressing up and adding sparkle to our school. There will be a range of activities 
for all students based on the four FISH philosophy components; Choose Your Attitude, 

Make Their Day, Play and Be There. Keep an eye out for more information soon.  

 

Clean Up Australia Day— Friday 27th February  

Every year Clean Up Australia Day encourages and inspires thousands of Australians to 
take to their local park, beach, bushland and streets and really help make a difference to 

their local environment. RPS students will be participating in this event on Friday February 
27th to make Rosanna Primary School a cleaner place.  

National Ride to School Day— Friday 13th March  

Rosanna Primary School will be celebrating Active Travel Day on Friday 13th March. We 
encourage students and their families to leave the car at home on this day and get a taste 
of the benefits, ease and fun involved in choosing to walk and wheel to school. Parents or 
families who are interested in helping out on the day can contact Anita Simpson in Room 

9.  

 

Other Key Dates 



CURRICULUM  
Start-Up Program: ‘Moving On Up’ 

 

At the beginning of each school year, students are involved in a number of                 

different activities such as goal setting, ice breakers and interpersonal learning 

tasks. The teachers and students benefit greatly from these tasks, whilst allowing 

them to get to know one another 

 

INQUIRY: We are One 
Essential Question: What inspires ordinary Australians to do extraordinary 

things?  

Key understandings:  

 As Australians we come from many different cultures.  

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have lived in Australia for 

more than 60,000 years and their culture is strongly connected to the land. 

 There are many Australians from different backgrounds who make contri-

butions to their community.  

 Ordinary people can do extraordinary things and can inspire others to help 

their community.  

 We each have a responsibility to use our gifts and talents to make a differ-

ence and work towards a better future.  

NUMERACY 
This term students will become familiar with a number of different place value and measurement 
games. We will be studying various different elements of place value, odd 
and even numbers, modelling and ordering of numbers to 10 000 and 
place value partition of whole numbers. We will also be reading and 
interpreting graphs and tables, exploring different units of length, mass 
and capacity and taking a look at analogue clocks.   

Students will complete a maths investigation focussing on a three or four 
digit number and will answer a number of different challenging questions 
related to that number. 

In 2015, all students in the 3/4 area will be granted access to the online program Mathletics 
(www.mathletics.com.au). This is a wonderful resource for students to engage and motivate them to 
learn, is easy to use and provides a perfect link between home and school. Students will be given a 
letter to be sent home to parents shortly with login details and passwords. The Mathletics program 
will be frequently accessed at school and we hope students will also access the program at home on a 
regular basis and during homework. 



LITERACY 
Reading 

Students will be involved in the Daily 5 and CAFÉ Literacy programs. Students will develop their reading stamina 
and the teachers will be busy training students to become independent Literacy learners. Students will be involved 
in training for Read to Self, Read to Someone, Listen to Reading, Work on Writing and Word Work. A number of 
whole class mini focuses, small group guided reading sessions and reading assessments with the teacher will occur 
on a daily basis. Students will have access to Razkids, an online reading program which they will use during Listen to 
Reading.  

Students will be granted access to an online reading resource called Reading 
Eggspress this year. Reading Eggspress is a unique online world where children learn to 
read. It supports each child’s learning by offering individual, one-on-one lessons that 
allow children to progress at their own rate. Students will be provided with their own 
login details and the program can be accessed at home. A letter about Reading 
Eggspress and individual students’ login details will be sent home shortly.  

Writing 

The focus will be on the text types: recount and persuasive writing. Students will develop their writing skills further 
by completing detailed plans, identifying their target audience and adding the necessary detail and description 
into their writing pieces. Students will also develop proof reading and editing strategies. 

Spelling 

This year, students in the 3/4 area will be involved in the Wizard Words spelling program. All students will be 
reassessed at the beginning of the year and placed on a level according to their results. You may find that your 
child has moved back a few levels since December 2014—this is completely normal. The 3/4 teachers are keen to 
refresh and consolidate student knowledge before they progress onto higher levels. Students will continue with this 
program until completion, when they will then begin an independent spelling program. All students will be 
regularly tested on their spelling words and will be involved in a number of different spelling games to support 
their learning.  

Speaking and Listening 

Students will be involved in a program called Speaking and Listening Time (SALT). This program is aimed to 
develop students’ confidence with oral speaking in front of their peers, by taking on a number of roles such as 
chairperson, sharing facts and reporting on a news item. A timetable for the term will be sent home in the coming 

HOMEWORK 
Homework will commence from week 3 of term one. In term one, students will be required to complete 
home reading, practise their weekly spelling words and use both Mathletics and Reading Eggspress at 
home. We hope that all students and their families develop a home schedule for completing homework 
which includes enough time for leisure activities. Please see your child’s classroom teacher for further 
clarification on homework in term one if there are any questions.  

The 3/4 area’s homework is in line with the school’s homework policy, and plays an important role in 
supporting your child’s learning. It is expected that students in the 3/4 area complete at least 20 minutes of 
homework each weeknight. Please encourage your child to approach their teacher if they have questions 
about the homework before handing their homework in on Friday.  

Students will be given time to share their homework successes on Fridays during class sessions and at area 
assemblies. 

 

HOME READING 
Reading at home is an essential part of our homework program. Students will continue to borrow take home books four 
times a week, in addition to library borrowing once a week. As teachers, we see a strong correlation between consistent 
home reading practices and progress in the classroom. We expect students to read aloud to an adult for at least ten 
minutes each night. This time allows students to practise their fluency when reading aloud, develop their comprehension 
skills through discussion about the book, build their vocabulary and most of all... IT’S FUN! 



Information Communication 

Technologies (ICT) 
This term each grade will be given an allocation of time to use the netbooks.     
Students will develop appropriate logging on/off procedures and will gain an      
understanding of a variety of functions using Microsoft Word for word pro-
cessing and publishing. Students will be guided towards acceptable use of the 
netbooks and the Internet for research purposes. Students will also setup their own folders for 
saving and        retrieving their work. 

Students will also be involved in a CyberSmart program that is based on finding and identifying    
appropriate online content.  

ITALIAN 
Bentornati tutti- Welcome back all! 

“La Mia Casa- My House” is the grade 3/4’s specific area of interest during Italian for term 1. 

Our starting point will be reading through a translation of the humorous picture book –“ C’e` 

un opossum nella casa” (“There’s a possum in the house” by Kiersen Jensen).  This book will in-

troduce the children to specific language associated with labeling and identifying rooms with-

in a house. 

Through a selection of engaging games and specific speaking, listening, reading and writing 

tasks students will practise: 
      naming rooms in a house 

      providing and asking for simple information related to rooms in a house 

      reading along to well rehearsed texts, exercising clear and 

accurate pronunciation and intonation 

      following written or spoken directions 

      constructing brief sentences about rooms in a house. (Using 

basic grammar rules such as indefinite articles and pronouns) 
      identifying the main message in a spoken text or statement  

Looking forward to a fun filled term! 

Many thanks 

Nadia Tarquinio 

SPECIALIST INFO 
Grade 3/4 Specialist Timetables TERM 1 

   Italian Art P.E Library Music 

3/4S Monday  Tuesday  Tuesday Thursday  Wednesday 

3/4G Tuesday Tuesday Tuesday Thursday  Thursday 

3/4W Tuesday Tuesday Wednesday Friday Thursday 



ART 
This shorter term will see the grade 3 and 4 students fully engaged in designing and 
making their own amazing constructions. They will drive the process from beginning 

to end and see what they can create from mere 2 dimensional forms. They will use a variety of 
materials and learn many construction skills along the way. 

Please ensure that your child starts the year with an art smock which is big enough and thick 
enough to protect both their winter and summer uniforms, 

As I will be holding an Art Show this year, if any parents would like to be part of the organising 
committee for this, please contact me ASAP. 

Happy constructing!  

Mrs Martinussen 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
I’m looking forward to getting to know the 3/4 classes this term.  I am excited about continuing to en-
sure that physical education supports the healthy lifestyle choices of all students at Rosanna Primary. 
In the 3/4 physical education classes this term students will practise and develop a range of movement 
while indoor and outdoor. These skills include throwing and catching, dribbling and striking balls and 
will be taught through a range of ball games. These games will provide the opportunity to explore basic 
tactics and will be an opportunity for students to work with others to set and achieve goals in both co-
operative and competitive games’ settings. 
Students will be actively encouraged to increase their fitness and will be partici-
pating in rogaining and cooperative games.  
 
Take a breath for what will be an energetic term! 
 
Jeff Jackson 

MUSIC 

Welcome back, everybody! 
 
The music program aims to instil a love of music in all children, and encourages them to 
build their confidence in singing, dancing and performing.   
In term 1, grade 3/4 students will be learning folk songs and games from Australia and 
around the world, and will identify and describe the elements of music 
within a range of music from different times and places.   
  
Warm regards,  
 
Jendi Bright – Music Teacher 


